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SUBJECT An interview With Admiral Turner

X
JANE PAULEY: Admiral Stansfield Turner, President
Carter's personal cholce to head the Central intelilgence Agency,
Is In our Washington News Center this morning with Ford Rowan
to talk about the agency's past and his plans for reform.

Good morning, gentlemen.

FORD ROWAN: Good mornling, Jane. And good morning,
Admiral Turner. :

ADMIRAL STANSFIELD TURNER: Good morning, Ford.

ROWAN: The CIA cannot seem to get out from the burden
of its past. The latest disclosures had to do with drug experi-
mentation. Some of these tests were in connection with Army
+tests. And a couple of years ago, the Surgeon General of the
Army sald that these tests on unwitting subjects who didn't know
they were being tested violated the Nuremberg war cr!mes code.

N Do you think that any of the people that were !nvoived
in these experlments, any of the ClA people, should be prosecuted?

ADMIRAL TURNER: Well, that's a matter for the Justice
Department to decide. This is so far in the past, twelve to
twenty~-four years that the CIA had. any participation in adminis-
tering drugs to unwit+ing people, that we have simply *turned over
the records to the Justice Depar+men+ for them to see if there is
any legal Implicatlions.

ROWAN: Admiral Turner, wefve ail read spy novels where
the other slide tries to lure our agents to defect by catching then
in compromisling positions. But now we've heard of the program called
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midnight climax, In which, apparently, Amerlican men were lured from
bars In San Franclsco and New York Into CIA safe houses, apartments
wlth two-way mirrors, and fed LSD by prostitutes.

Can you assure us that +hat kind of thing was stopped
and won't ever start again?

ADMIRAL TURNER: Absolutely. That's +otally beyond the
pale of our considerations today. |I'm not here to condemn nor +o
condone ,or apologlze for the past. But we just feel +hat in this
day and age, that kind of thing Is unconscionabie.

ROWAMN: Admiral Turner, most of +he discliosures have
dealt with a program called Ul+tra, which was +*he drug +esting
program. There was also a program called Del+a, which was the
operational use of drugs; not only drugs, but hypnosls and radla~
+lon and harassment techniques. And did *he CIA actually go out
and use these kind of things on foreigners or Amerlcans; not tests,
but operatlonal use?

ADMIRAL TURNER: Not to my knowledge. | haven't dug Into
all of that past history. What we're trying to do fs study the
past enough to make sure that any errors In it do not recur. Beyond
that, I'm concentrating my efforts for It on building an iIntelilgence
community for the future of thls country.

ROWAN: Well, let me ask you about some of these changes
for the future. For example, are you cutting back on the number
of clandestine operatives that the CIA has overseas?

ADMIRAL TURNER: No, not really. What we're cutting back
on |Is excess overhead *that has accumulated over *he years. As '
you know, there was a major reduction In the CIA after our with-
drawal from Vietnam. And we just didn't cut back quite enough.

And we've got more fat; we've got more overhead *han we can afford.
And | want to be sure that every employee out there Is fully chali~-
lenged and has a really demanding Job, and that's wha% we're getting
down to: lean and mean. IR '

ROWAN: Has the amount of covert action —-- has that amount
gone down In recent years, and do you foresee less of these kind of
operatlions overseas?

ADMIRAL TURNER: The amount of cover+t actlon has reduced
very remarkably over the past dozen years or so. And my feellng
Is that +hls Is an exceptlional clrcumstance that we would use co-
vert action In. But | feel very strongly at the same *+Ime +hat
we must malntaln that capabllility for the kind of unusuai clrcum-
stance that may arise and in which the country would find us wanting
if we did not have 1+,

ROWAN: Admiral Turner, there's been some critliclism In +he
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past of *the ClA's analytical product, the analysis *that [t comes
*~ up wlth from the electronic survelllance and *the human fntaifligence
that comes In.
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Are you pleased with the work product of the CEA?

ADMIRAL TURNER: Yes, | am. Now, one never can rest on
his laurels or be satisfied that your analysis Is as good as i+
could be. So we're constantly +rying to improve that. And !
think we have some of the best analysts In the country out
there at the Central Intelligence Agency. And I'm very pleased
with thelr overall product.

ROWAN: Admiral Turner, Vice President Mondale said
recently that he thinks that all wiretappling or eavesdropping
by radlo by agencies of +he government, and | guess tha¥ ifaciudes
*he Natlonal Security Agency, should be subject to court warrant
and that the warrants should be Issued, In his bellef, om suspicion

of a crime.

A

Do you agree with that?

ADMIRAL TURNER: Well, we have strongly supported the
bill that is before the Congress today, which wlill require a
court warrant for any kind of a wlretapping operation inside
the Unlted States. This, we +hink, Is a protection to ¥he
American people. |I*t's an assurance that what Is done Im this
country in the way of wiretapping is done in prescribed pro-
cedures that protect +thelr rights.

ROWAN: Well, Senator [sic] Mondale went beyond *hat
blil In suggesting it might -- Vice Preslident Mondafe, In sug-
gesting I+ might be amended to requlre that the warrants only
Issue In case of suspiclon for a crime. Would you go *hat far?

ADMIRAL TURNER: Well, that's not part of the blfl as i+
Is presented right now. And | think +he Vice President's position
may well be adopted by the Congress, and that's a fine -—- a fine
thing If that's what +hey want +o do. R

‘ROWAN: Would 1t hurt your effort or the effort of the
NSA +o Illsten in on conversatlons?

ADMIRAL TURNER: To have to go to the criminal standard?
It could. It could reduce I+ some. But in each of these Enstances,
we're balancing the protection of the people versus the ablility to
collect Intelligence. And | think that the bill, as a whole, Is
a very good compromlse In that direction. .

ROWAN: Admlral Turner, there's been Increasing concern
that the Soviets are listening to our telephone conversa¥*ions here
In the Unlted States. A study done for the White House said that?
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i+'s rather ‘easy to Intercept telephone conversatlons which *
are relayed by *hls mlcrowave towers across the country.

How serlous lIs that problem In your view?

ADMIRAL TURNER: Well, I+'s a much broader probiem
than what has been discussed about +he Soviet Intercept of these
communicatlons. The country, as a whole, has become so dependent
on high speed, high volume efectronic transmlssions that all kinds
of people or organizations could be Intercepting these, be they
unscruputous citizens, gangsters. Could +hey be Industrial sples,
as well 'as esplonage agents of many countries?

And we are working very diligently to find an overall
solution *that will *try +o protect the American citlizen, whether
it's against his feflow citizens or forelgn espionage agents.
It's a difflcult technical probiem, however. : :

ROWAN: Well, some people are worried that our government,
+he National Securlty Agency, ‘for example, does the kind of eaves-
dropping *hat we're talking about and does It on Amerlcans. Can
you glve any assurances in that regard? '

ADMIRAL TURNER: The intellilgence community of your
country does not operate agalnst Americans In the United States.

ROWAN: Well i+ has In the past, hasn't [+12
ADMIRAL TURNER: That Is the kind of abuse that we are
dedlcated to preventing re-occurring today. it's why we've gone

to the Congress wlth the wiretap blill that you have must mentloned.
And any wliretapping is in *the name of foreign Intelllgence.

~ROWAN: Thank you very much.

Wefre talking with Admiral Turner. And now back to-
Jane In HNew York. i : '

) PAULEY: Thank you, Ford. And +ime for a:é%gfion break.fs‘
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